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forms of corrupt politics, of which he was a mighty foe. In Molfetta, Don Coli (an abbreviation of Don Nicolino) as he was known, was respected and honored chiefly for his sturdiness, his courage, his integrity and his sense of honor.
In his home father was primarily law and secondarily love. Although I lived with grandmother I came under the influence of both. In fact, on account of my being the eldest son and the one who was to perpetuate grandfather's good name, father took special pains with me. In the exercise of his function as law giver, father made use of two methods; that of being a teacher and that of applying the rod. He was first and last the "pater familias," whose word could seldom be questioned, and never disputed. He taught us many Latin and Italian proverbs, dealing primarily with outward conduct and good manners. Most of these were of a negative, or don't-you-da-this-or-tjiat type. He was anxious that we should bear ourselves honorably in life, mainly emphasizing obedience and good behavior as well as respect toward authority and to the aged.
I remember him more vividly as an appller of the rod, however, simply because of the impressions he made upon me in that way. That he sometimes resorted to severe forms of punishment I have no doubt, though I suppose, in keeping with the usual custom, I should laud the punishments which I re-